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GOVERNOR SAYS HIGHER PRODUCTION AND 
CONSERVATION CAN SOLVE ENERGY PROBLEM
MISSOULA--
The energy crisis is a serious problem that can be reversed, but not until 
Americans admit the crisis is for real and make an attempt to change the situation, 
according to Gov. Thomas Judge.
Writing in the autumn issue of the MONTANA BUSINESS QUARTERLY, published at 
the University of Montana, Judge outlines why there is an energy crisis, and what 
can be done about it -- namely, conservation and increased domestic production.
The article originally was presented as a speech last summer in Helena to a group 
of businessmen and government leaders.
Judge says the United States, like the world, is primarily dependent on 
petroleum for its energy needs. He points out, however, that domestic production 
has not kept pace with increased demand. The result, he says, has been an increase 
in the amount of imported energy, particularly oil.
This "suicidal dependence" on foreign oil, according to Judge, has resulted in 
recession, inflation, a huge trade deficit, and the decline of the dollar. "Yet 
we have been slow to find solutions," he says. "We continue to increase our use 
of oil."
Montana is in much the same situation as the rest of the United States. Judge 
says the state is most dependent on petroleum for its energy needs. A bright spot, 
however, is the vast reserves of coal within the state's boundaries. Judge says 
Montana's energy situation will improve if technological advances can make coal an
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efficient and relatively non-polluting source of energy. He adds that Montanans 
must still conserve the source on which the state is most dependent, petroleum.
"It is easy to ignore problems and hope they will somehow vanish," Judge 
says. "We must convince ourselves that while conservation is not painless, it 
is necessary.
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